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Approaches to the Study of  Public Administration

Program Educational Objectives (PEOs)
To acquire knowledge about state and civil society. It covers the scope, meaning and concepts,
perspectives and spectrums of political power, influence and management.
Program Specific Outcomes (PSOs)
At the end of the course, the student learns about Political Science, State, Power and forms of
Government
I. Political Science
a) Meaning, Nature, Scope and Significance
b) Relationship of Political Science with other Social Sciences Economics, Public Administration,

History, Sociology, Psychology, and Ethics etc.
II. Approaches
a) State and Sovereignty - Meaning, Definition & Issues
b) Behavioural Approach & Systems Approach
III. Major Concepts
(a) Power, law and Rights
(b) Liberty and Equality - their relationship
IV. Forms of Government
(a) Democracy – Direct and Indirect
(b) Parliamentary and Presidential form of Government
Selected Readings
1. Michael Has & Henry S. Kariel (ed). Approaches to the Study of Political Science, Chandler,

1988.
2. David E. Apter, Introduction to Political Analysis, Prentice Hall, 1984.
3. Freeman (ed). Foundations of Political Science-Research, Methods and Scope, The Free

Press, 1977.
4. Jessica Kuper, Political Science and Political Theory, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1987
5. Charles E.Merriam, New Aspects of Politics, University of Chicago Press, 1990.
6. Bernard Crick, In Defense of Politics, Penguin Press,1982.
7. Robert A. Dahl, Modern Political Analysis, Prentice Hall, 1986.
8. Bains and Jain, Political Science in Transaction, Geetanjali, 1981.
9. Grenstein and Polsby, Political Science, Addisin-Wesely, 1985.
10. William Meyer, The Political Experience, Kreiger Publishing Co, 1987.
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